
ESSEX COUNTY YOUTH SOCCER ASSOCIATION

Fall New Coaches Meeting
September 2, 2026|  Follow us on Facebook



Messages from Mass Youth Soccer Association

Mass Youth Soccer Pre Season Video

Mass Youth Soccer Coach/Referee Collaboration Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLdC6y7Ohh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAvpYm3ukf8




LEAGUE POLICY & RULE UPDATES

Technical Area Requirement
Strictly required to be marked. If field lines are missing, 
coaches must set up cones prior to kick -off.

Lopsided Goal Policy
The lopsided goal dynamic now explicitly includes and 
applies to all Grade 4 (G4) developmental games.

Codes of Conduct
Enforced behavioral standards are strictly active for all 
Coaches, Players, Spectators, and Referees.

Zero Tolerance Policy
Immediate standard penalties and rule protections apply 
under the updated ECYSA Fact Sheet for Referee Abuse 
Prevention (Policy 531-9).



RESCHEDULES & FORFEITS

Coach-Agreed Reschedule System
• Direct Communication: Coaches coordinate directly to find a 
new date/time.

• Submission Deadline: Requesting Coach's Town Director (TD) 
must submit into the platform no later than Sunday preceding the 
match at 11:59 PM.

• Fees: Applied to requesting town (aligned with Fall '26 Referee 
Fees). Re-rescheduling re-applies the fee.

• Mandate: Match must be played even if a certified referee is not 
assigned.

Process Workflow & Restrictions
• Workflow Check: Requesting TD submits → Opposing TD must 
Approve or Deny within 48 hours.

• Ratification: Approvals go automatically to ECYSA to instantly 
update Master Schedule blocks.

• Denial Outcome: If denied, the game must be played as 
originally scheduled.

• Notice Blocks & Fines: Specific notice windows apply for 
School, Religious, and Mid-Week conflicts. Unexcused failure to 
show up triggers structural FINES.



COACHES REQUIREMENTS & GAME DAY

Operational Pitch
Responsibility
Coaches hold direct 
administrative and behavioral 
accountability during matchday.

Adult Credentials: Coaches must physically possess and display valid credentials, official coaches cards, 
and official rosters at the pitch.

Field Preparation: The home team coach holds direct operational accountability to ensure the pitch is 
safe and correctly set up before arrival.

Working With Referees: Maintain professional code boundaries. If an official fails to arrive, follow 
division guidelines to play securely.

Game Time Behavior & FINES: Monetary structural penalties are directly applied to the town 
organization for behavior violations by Coaches, Players, or Spectators.

Post Game Protocols: Both competing coaches and the center referee must file independent, accurate 
online game reports immediately.



MANAGE YOUR LEAGUE PORTAL

Portal Access & Updates
• Official Website: Access everything via www.ECYSA.org

• New Access: Automated email dispatched with login instructions and 
secure auto-login link.

• Returning Coaches: Legacy credentials remain unchanged from prior 
seasons.

• Technical Issues: Email technology@ecysa.org immediately for 
mapping or software issues.

• Updating Contact Info: Dashboard → 'Profile' menu header → Click 
name → Modify info → Click 'Save' at bottom.

Evaluate Officials
Allows active coaches to securely file formal, constructive performance reports 
on referee performance post-match.

Coach Contact List
Provides a comprehensive directory of all registered coaches inside your specific 
division, including phone numbers and emails.

Coach Game Report
Allows coaches to fulfill their mandatory post-game report tracking obligations 
directly inside the automated dashboard.



GAME CARD PROTOCOL

Where to Download
Download and print from ECYSA.org via two spots: 
Pre-populated game reports inside the Coach Menu 
or blank sheets on the homepage.

Home Coach Mandate
It is the strict operational responsibility of the home 
team coach to physically print and bring the official 
game cards to the field location.

Post-Match Procedure
At the conclusion of the match, the center referee 
completes the game card. Coaches may take a digital 
photo or complete an additional copy for a signature.

Full Documentation
Comprehensive usage details and digital technology 
tips are updated regularly at:
www.ecysa.org/ECYSA/technology-tips-for-coaches



FALL 2025 CALENDAR & G4 BLOCKS

OFFICIAL START DATE

September 12th

HOLIDAY BREAK WEEKEND

October 10th
.

FINAL REGULAR WEEK MATCHES

November 7th

NEW ADJUSTED G4 TIME 
BLOCKS
Adjusted to minimize field downtime and maximize referee 
coverage.

• Morning Block 1: 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
• Morning Block 2: 10:15 AM – 11:30 AM
• Midday Block 3: 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM
• Early Afternoon 4: 12:45 PM – 2:00 PM
• Late Afternoon 5: 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM
• Evening Closure 6: 3:15 PM – 4:30 PM



COACH EDUCATION & PATHWAYS

Option 1: Online Grassroots Licenses
Access core qualification modules via the centralized 
USSF Learning Center:
https://learning.ussoccer.com/

Option 2: In-Person Localized Courses
Massachusetts Youth Soccer references and licensing 
pathways are updated continuously under the main 
coaching matrix tab:
https://mayouthsoccer.org/coaches/coaching-
education/



QUESTIONS & WRAP UP & ATTENDANCE

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING AND DEDICATING YOUR TIME!

Website Portals & Technical Setup: technology@ecysa.org

Official League Website: www.ECYSA.org

Mass Youth Soccer Central: mayouthsoccer.org

Have a fantastic Fall 2026 Season!
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